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/ Tutorials/ Beginner's Guides/ The Beginners’ Guide: How to order large-format PDF printed patternsThe Beginners’ Guide: How to order large-format PDF printed patterns

February 4, 2019 by Michelle  
We get it. You took advantage of the Black Friday and Boxing Day sales, and now you have hundreds of pages of new PDF patterns sitting on your laptop. And now you’re facing the daunting task of trimming and taping those hundreds of pages together before getting a usable pattern. Like the rest of us, you’d really rather be sewing, wouldn’t you?




We see this question come up in the CSC Facebook all the time: Is there an easy way to print out  PDF pattern files so that you don’t have to spend hours trimming and taping when you’d rather be sewing? Luckily, most indie pattern companies now include a “large format” option as part of their PDF download packages. The large format option allows you to print your pattern via an engineering plotter, so that you can print the entire pattern out on just a few large sheets of paper.

Using the popular US-based printing website pdfplotting.com as an example, this tutorial will walk you through how to submit your large format PDF pattern files to have them printed out for you. The process will likely vary slightly for other printing vendors, but hopefully, this tutorial will help you figure out what sort of information you’ll need to have if submitting files to another vendor.

You will need to perform the following tasks to print your patterns:

	Identify the file dimension(s) for your PDF pattern.
	Package your similar-sized PDF files into a ZIP file.
	Upload your pattern ZIP file(s).
	Submit your order.


Identify the file dimension(s) for your PDF pattern

Before you can submit your large-format PDF patterns for printing, you will need to determine the printed width and height of those files. Many large-format PDF files will be labeled as “A0” format, but some are just labeled as “copyshop format”. You’ll need to get the actual file dimensions before submitting them for printing.

To get the file dimensions of your large format PDFs:

	Open the file in a PDF viewer. For this tutorial, we’ll use the free Adobe Acrobat Reader.
	From the File menu, go to Properties:


A File Properties window opens.
	On the File Properties window, locate the Page Size and Number of Pages fields. Record these numbers for each PDF pattern that you plan to submit for printing.



Package your similar-sized PDF files into a ZIP file

Figure out what file size dimensions work for the site where you’ll be ordering your printouts from.  For PDF Plotting in this example, they have an order page that includes all of the possible page dimensions that they can use for printouts:

https://www.pdfplotting.com/product/bw-pattern-printing/

For each of your patterns that are the same page size, group them together and compress them into a ZIP file. Make note of how many printed pages are in each ZIP file.

Upload your pattern ZIP file(s)

Upload your pattern ZIP files in the appropriate place on the order page. To upload your pattern files:

	On the order page, find the page size that corresponds to the pages in your ZIP file.
	From the drop-down list, select the number of pages in the file:

	Selecting a page count enables a Browse… button. Click the Browse… button and navigate to the appropriate ZIP file.


Once selected, the file name will display next to the Browse… button.



	Repeat Steps 1-3 for each ZIP file that you are submitting.
	Scroll down to the bottom of the page, and click Add to Cart to upload your ZIP files and add the items to your online cart.
	Review your cart to make sure that the totals are correct. Note that for PDF Plotting, your order must total at least $7.49 (USD) before you’ll be able to check out.


Submit your order

When you are ready to check out, scroll down and click the Proceed to Checkout button. Enter your personal information as directed, and submit your order.

That’s it!  Your patterns will arrive shipped to your address in a cardboard mailing tube in a few days.

Note that the CSC has no affiliation with PDF Plotting–just good customer experience. For other vendors who can print large format PDF files, see the following post on the Cashmerette blog:  https://blog.cashmerette.com/2017/06/how-to-print-pdf-copyshop-files-cheaply.html

Share this:
	Click to email a link to a friend (Opens in new window)
	Click to share on Facebook (Opens in new window)
	Click to share on Pinterest (Opens in new window)
	Click to share on Twitter (Opens in new window)
	Click to share on Tumblr (Opens in new window)
	Click to share on Pocket (Opens in new window)
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About Michelle
I live in Seattle with my husband, 7-year-old daughter, two cats, and two dogs.  I work as a technical writer for a large tech company.

As an adult, I've worn every RTW size from a 10 to a 20, always with a larger size on top. I've been sewing since 2007 and love being able to make things that I actually enjoy wearing, rather than being confined to "Well, I guess it fits" from RTW.  Michelle used to blog at:  Happily Caffeinated but is currently more active on Instagram: @happily_caffeinated.
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Terry says			


			February 17, 2019 at 2:56 pm
		

		
			
			I love this article! Couple of questions from a real newby!

1) do you select the sizes you wish to use first or do you use the printout to copy onto a pattern material then use?

2) How do you save in a zip file?

3) if it says AO even though there is a slight variation, an AO is an AO is an AO, right?

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				
Barbara Showell says			


			February 6, 2019 at 5:56 am
		

		
			
			Comments are interesting too. I just ordered my first printshop copies last month and found the whole experience pretty difficult. The first day was with Staples and I spent some time figuring out how to upload. Next day I called to ensure they were ready and check price- DOUBLE what I was estimated at some $70.00 because I had opted to splurge for color for THREE patterns. I refused and then spent about 2 1/2 hours online and on the phone with the company online first comparing, then trying to register, and finally uploading but I was successful in getting 17 patterns printed and shipped for considerably less than Staples locally.

I’ll still buyPDFs. I certainly prefer paper!

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				
San says			


			February 5, 2019 at 8:03 pm
		

		
			
			Thank you for writing this up! I have yet to find a local printer with a reasonable price (IE, less than $10 per pattern), and I’ve struggled with the last couple online printers I tried to order from. I was able to make an order through PDF Plotting, and I’m cautiously optimistic!

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				
Lisa Cassidy says			


			February 5, 2019 at 5:28 am
		

		
			
			Just to pipe up for anyone nearer the UK, I’ve used Netprinter (https://www.netprinter.co.uk/sewing-pattern-printing/) a few times now and have been very happy with the results. I’m in Ireland and not super convenient to a copy shop, and these have arrived so quickly that it’s been extremely good value. They don’t require you to specify the number of pages, but it’s definitely good to check the pattern before uploading so that you know the uploader has estimated it right.

(I actually enjoy taping, but I don’t have my own printer, so this is great for big patterns or when I have a batch of them to print)

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				
Melinda says			


			February 4, 2019 at 11:13 pm
		

		
			
			Thanks so much, Michelle and everyone else who wrote, for this information. I absolutely HATE taping and trimming. I have been downloading the A0 files to a thumb drive and taking it to my local chain copy shop. Two different shops have charged me about $10.00 per page. If I need to print out 2 pages, sometimes 3, things get pretty pricey. THEN I need to trace off the pieces when I get the whole thing home! Bah. I stopped ordering pdf patterns altogether.

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				
Julie Davey says			


			February 4, 2019 at 9:25 pm
		

		
			
			My question is why do you order a pdf print instead of the paper pattern (if offered) rather than go to a local copy shop and print it there? I can download the large copy pdf to a thumb drive and take it to a local shop to have my pattern the same day. I understand the whole taping thing if that’s the only option and have done it often. Now I look for the large pdf format before I buy! I guess if there’s no local shop this is a great service, and I’m fortunate to have one nearby.

		


		
		
	
		
	

		
		
			
				
Michelle says			


			February 5, 2019 at 2:30 pm
		

		
			
			For me, PDF Plotting is much cheaper (even with shipping) than any of the local shops that I’ve contacted.

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				
Hedda says			


			February 7, 2019 at 5:39 pm
		

		
			
			A) Because I like having the digital copy. It means I can reprint if I mess up/lose it etc.

B) There are no cheap local printers, nowhere near it. You are very lucky to have one nearby, I’ve yet to find one at all here  in Norway that’s affordable

C) Sometimes I buy a pattern for a smaller version (like a skirt) but realise that I want a large version (the full length dress that I can’t be arsed to cut and tape).

		


		
		
	
	



	
	

		
		
			
				
Ann says			


			February 4, 2019 at 8:25 pm
		

		
			
			I have to put in a plug here for PatternReview.com.  If you order a pattern through them and that pattern has a copyshop version, you can also order a large format printout.  I have done it a couple times and been very happy.  The price is very reasonable and my printouts have arrived within a couple days of ordering even with only standard shipping.  Unfortunately, if you didn’t buy your pattern from PatternReview you can’t use this service.  Also, be aware that if a pattern has multiple copyshop versions you just get one.  So for example, I ordered Cashmerette size EF.  If I want GH I will need to order another copyshop printout.  Never the less, it is an excellent service for a reasonable cost.  I am hoping they find a way to work with pattern companies to verify pattern ownership so they can also print patterns you did not purchase through them.

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				
Jasmine Holmes says			


			February 4, 2019 at 12:06 pm
		

		
			
			Hey there! Wanted to share my experience for other CSC members who sew Seamwork or Colette patterns. 

A few months back, I was turned on to Patternsy through the blog, https://www.seamwork.com/issues/2018/09/september-discoveries-2. I have placed three orders and have been very happy with the product and service.

They have most of the Seamwork and Colette patterns loaded into their library so it’s really easy to get pricing and place an order. They have an option to reduce costs by eliminating “extra”space in the pattern if possible. And you can get a discount if you’re a Seamwork member. 

I’ve found the pricing to be good for Seamwork patterns. It’s a little more expensive for other brands so I may try PDF Plotting for those to see how it compares.

If you’re a Seamwork member, check out Patternsy. You can’t beat it for cost and convenience. It’s my go to!

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				
Loree K. says			


			February 4, 2019 at 11:22 am
		

		
			
			I use this website for my patterns too. It’s very quick and reasonable as long as you stick to black & white copies. My problem is trying to reach that $7.49 threshold. 😆

		


		
		
	
	
	
	

		
		
			
				
Catherine Saxton says			


			February 4, 2019 at 10:20 am
		

		
			
			Thanks so much for this great information.  Sadly, all the patterns I had purchased and downloaded on to my computer, went to the outer atmosphere when my computer crashed…. I hadn’t back it up in awhile…. 🙁  Anyway, another reason for folks to regularly back up their computers.  Thanks again!

		


		
		
	
		
	

		
		
			
				
San says			


			February 5, 2019 at 7:45 pm
		

		
			
			You might be able to download them again. It seems like most places I’ve downloaded from either give you a link that’s good for 2-3 downloads, or give you on-demand access through your account on thier website.

Also, I keep my PDF patterns on the Cloud–Dropbox or Google Drive or similar. It’s a nice backup, and that way I have access to the patterns from my phone when I’m out and about fabric shopping!

		


		
		
	
	



	
	

		
		
			
				
Kirsten Larsen says			


			February 4, 2019 at 9:13 am
		

		
			
			Darn it!  I wish I had this post last week.  I finally took the plunge and experimented with getting some patterns printed rather than taping.  I did notice that PDF plotting.com had a minimum order size, so that did need to be taken into account.  I think it took 3 patterns to meet their minimum.  With shipping I think I paid about $17.  I’ll need to run the math and see if the paper/ink/tape/time is worth it to me to continue going that route, or not.  Thanks for the tutorial, I hadn’t been aware of where to find the paper size and took a wild guess a couple of times.

		


		
		
	
	




Connect with us


		
	
		
									
						email
			
						
			
					
	
	
		
									
						facebook
			
						
			
					
	
	
		
									
						instagram
			
						
			
					
	
	
		
									
						pinterest
			
						
			
					
	



		

Subscribe to posts by email


			
			
									
						
							Email Address						
						
					


					
						
						
						
						
												
							Subscribe						
					

							

						

			


			Follow


		

Categories

CategoriesSelect Category
2019MakeNine
A Very Curvy Sewing Celebration
Apple
Beginner’s Guides
Behind the Scenes
Big 4 Pattern Reviews
Blog Tours
Body Positivity
Book Reviews
Carrot
Class reviews
Common Fit Adjustments for Your Shape
Community Discussion
Cosplay
Craftsy
CSC Sewing Spaces
Curvy Activewear
Curvy Confidence
Curvy Costumes
Curvy Fashion Bloggers
Curvy Handmade Fashion
Curvy Lingerie
Curvy Maternity
Curvy Opinion
Curvy outerwear
Curvy Pants Month
Curvy Patterns
Curvy Sewing 101
Curvy Sewing Bloggers
Curvy Simplicity Week
Curvy Style & Inspiration
Curvy Swimwear
Curvy Upcycling
Curvy Year of Sewing
Cutting and Taping PDFs
Demystifying Bootstrap Fashion
Designer Copycats
Dressing for…
Fitting
Flickr Roundup
Giveaways
Historical Sewing
Hourglass
How to: Adding Darts
How to: Built-in Bras
How to: Full Bust Adjustment (FBA)
How to: Grading Up Patterns
How to: Muslins
How to: Pants Fitting
How to: Printing
How To: Rounded Back Adjustment
How to: Shorts Fitting
How to: Stomach Adjustments
How to: Upper Arm Adjustments
How to: Use Slopers
How To: Using a Projector for PDF Patterns
How to: Using Slopers
How to: Waist Adjustments
How To: Zip Fly
Indie Pattern Reviews
Instagram Roundup
Lingerie Month
Magazine Patterns
Magazine Patterns
Mature Curvy Women
Men’s Patterns
Mini Capsule
Monthly Pattern Roundup
Outfit inspiration
Party Time
Pattern Company Hall of Fame
Pattern Hacking Month
Pattern Hacks
Pattern Reviews
Pattern Sizing
Pattern Testing
Pattern Throwdowns
Pear
Plus Size Accessories
Plus Size RTW LIngerie
Plus Size Shoes & Boots
Plus Size Swimwear
Polls
Polls: Best Curvy Patterns
Product Review
Retro Style
Royal Rumble
Same Pattern Different Bodies
Season of Separates
Sew Brave
Sewalongs
Sewing Challenges
Sewing for My Curves
Sewing Tutorials
Shirtmaking Month
Special Occasion Sewing
Swimwear Month
Tall Curvy Women
Theme Months
TNT Patterns
Tutorials
Uncategorized
Using Colour
Using Plaid
Using Prints
Using Stripes






			

Archives

		Archives
		Select Month
 February 2023 
 May 2022 
 November 2021 
 July 2021 
 May 2021 
 April 2021 
 March 2021 
 February 2021 
 January 2021 
 December 2020 
 November 2020 
 August 2020 
 July 2020 
 June 2020 
 May 2020 
 April 2020 
 March 2020 
 February 2020 
 January 2020 
 December 2019 
 November 2019 
 October 2019 
 September 2019 
 August 2019 
 July 2019 
 June 2019 
 May 2019 
 April 2019 
 March 2019 
 February 2019 
 January 2019 
 December 2018 
 November 2018 
 October 2018 
 September 2018 
 August 2018 
 July 2018 
 June 2018 
 May 2018 
 April 2018 
 March 2018 
 February 2018 
 January 2018 
 December 2017 
 November 2017 
 October 2017 
 September 2017 
 August 2017 
 July 2017 
 June 2017 
 May 2017 
 April 2017 
 March 2017 
 February 2017 
 January 2017 
 December 2016 
 November 2016 
 October 2016 
 September 2016 
 August 2016 
 July 2016 
 June 2016 
 May 2016 
 April 2016 
 March 2016 
 February 2016 
 January 2016 
 December 2015 
 November 2015 
 October 2015 
 September 2015 
 August 2015 
 July 2015 
 June 2015 
 May 2015 
 April 2015 
 March 2015 
 February 2015 
 January 2015 
 December 2014 
 November 2014 
 October 2014 
 September 2014 
 August 2014 
 July 2014 
 June 2014 
 May 2014 
 April 2014 




			

#CSCMakes Instagram Roundup



			













		



Popular Posts










CSC Beginner’s Guides



Past Theme Months

			

























		

			Content Copyright 2014-2021. Curvy Sewing Collective. All rights reserved.



		


			Please do not copy or reproduce any content from this site without approval and credit.

		


			Contributor Login

		




Copyright © 2024 · Foodie Pro Theme by Shay Bocks · Built on the  Genesis Framework ·  Powered by WordPress


	
					
			

	
			
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		
		

		

				
			
				 
			

		

		

		
			
			
				

				
					
						
							
						
						
							
						
					
				

				
					
						
							
						
						
							
						
					
				

			

			
			
				
					
						
					
					
						
					
				
			

			
			
				
					
						

						

					

					
						

					

					
						
							
								
									
										
									
									
										
									
								
							
						
												
							
								
									
										
									
									
										
									
								

								
							
						
											

				

				
					
						
							

						

						
															
									Loading Comments...
								

								

								
									 
									

																														
												Write a Comment...
												
												
													
																													
																Email (Required)
																
															

															
																Name (Required)
																
															

															
																Website
																
															

																											

													
												

											

																											

													

						
							
								
									

								


								

							

							

							
								
									
										
									
									
										
									
								
								
							
							

						

					

				

			

		


		

		
	
						




















	
	%d bloggers like this:



		
	